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FAOM SAHOND
WITH LOVE...

Russians used secret maps to  keep tabs on Wales

jamiss. miccanthy @welesonfing.co.uk

THESE are the secret Russian
maps that show eyes were
watching Wales from behind the
Iron Curtain during the Cold
War.

Kremlin cartographers cre-
ated the charts of Cardiff and
Rhondda - important military
targets because of their docks
and industry. .

But where Ordnance Survey
highlights one-way streets, local
authority boundaries, churches,
chapels and cycle paths, the
Communists had other con-
cerns.

They were more interested in
government offices and military
buildings, power and radio sta-
tions and fuel storage tanks.

Harbour depths, road widths
and railway stations all get spe-
cial attention.

The maps are being made
available to the public today by
Old-Maps.co.uk

The website’s Russell Morris
said: “During the Cold War, they
basically used aerial photos,
satellite images and local know-

ledge because they had people
on the ground in these areas.

“Whatisinteresting is that it is
not like Ordnance Survey. They
are all slightly different, be-
cause they are all done by
different cartographers.

“It is not like OS who have a
consistent style.”

The site will let users overlay
modern and Cold War maps so
they can be compared.

Mr Morris said: “It is all very
James Bond in the sense that if
you cast your mind back to the
*70s, it was the Cold War. The
Russians were the enemy.

“And what they were doing
was making these”

The maps were discovered on
a train in either Latvia or Es-

tonia after the collapse of the
Soviet Union in 1991. They were
then sold to Minnesota firm
East View Cartographic before

Old-Maps.couk snapped them
up.

Lieutenant Colonel Ed Brain
heads the 3rd Battalion Royal
Welsh.

He said: “Cardiff was a big
industrial town, so it was key.

“It could have been one of
those places they were targeting
to hit the UK economically.

“For Cardiff and Swansea, I
think it is about the economic
impact you would have if you
tock out the docks.

“With Britain being a seafar-
ing nation, if they blocked off
places like Liverpool and Glas-
gow — because Liverpool has a
massive dock and Glasgow too —
you would have to go somewhere
else to continue trade. That
could be one of the reasons they
were looking at targeting places
like Cardiff and Swansea.”

Lt Col Brain ~ part of the
family famed for its
Cardiff-brewed beer — did not
fancy the idea of Russian Bri-
tain.

“It would be pretty rough
really Wed all be drinking
vodka,” he said.

Swansea, Newport, Pembroke
and Milford Haven were also
among 100 UK town and cities
surveyed by the Russians.

Professor Nicola Cooper dir-
ects Swansea  University’s
Callaghan Centre for the Study
of Conflict.

She said: “It looks like they
have done a recce of Britain so
that if they decided to float
those missiles at us they would
know they were going to hit the
right places.

“They will always go for the
head rather than the body so
things like the admin buildings

they would want to take out.

“South Wales was obviously
an industrial place and that
would have been one of
the main reasons it was looked
at”

Reproduced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines), FT (Financial Times/ft.com) or other copyright owner. No furt|
copying (including printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright

owner. All FT content is copyright The Financial Times Ltd. _
Article Page 1 of 2

163526088 - ANDRAI - B14862-1



grayhng—

Source:
Edition:
Country:
Date:
Page:
Area:

Circulation:
BRAD info:

Phone:
Keyword:

South Wales Echo (Cardiff) {Main}

UK

Friday 1, October 2010
6

573 sg. cm

ABC 36928 Daily

page rate £5,391.04, scc rate £26.76
029 2022 3333

www.old-maps.co.uk

¥sLandmark’

Information Group

Reproduced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines), FT (Financial Times/ft.com) or other copyright owner. No further
copying (including printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright

owner. All FT content is copyright The Financial Times Ltd.

163526088 - ANDRAI - B14862-1

Article Page 2 of 2



