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Keyword: Russian Maps

(That’s Spaghetti Junction in Russian)

IT’S Birmingham – but not as 
we know it.

New maps laying bare the 
smallest detail of the city’s 
streets have been revealed.

But the place names of Erding-
ton and Castle Bromwich are 
unlikely to be recognised by 
any Birmingham family – 
because the Cold War-era doc-
uments were produced in Rus-
sian for the might of the Soviet 
Union.  

The never-before-seen maps, 
more detailed than even UK 
Ordance Survey (OS) charts of 
the same period, were com-
piled by the Soviet army using 
satellite images, aerial photo-
graphs, local knowledge and 
information fed by spies from 
1950 all the way up to 1997.

The maps reveal the location 
and purpose of structures of pos-
sible military importance and 

also include the width of 
roads, the height of bridges 
and the depth of rivers, details 
which were all left off OS 

maps of the time.
Russell Morris, from a 

company called Russian 
Maps, compared OS 
maps of Erdington and 
Castle Bromwich with 
ones produced by the 
Russians.
Mr Morris said: “There 

are some obvious indus-
trial and communication 
areas highlighted on the 

Russian map in black along the 
A47 or Fort Parkway.  But the 
Russian map legend also indi-

cates these could be military 
areas as well. The Ordnance Sur-
vey advises that buildings were 
present, but does not indicate the 
usage. The detail on the Russian 
maps appears superior.”

The Soviets mapped out 103 
major UK towns and cities, form-
ing part of the most comprehen-
sive global survey ever attempted.  
But despite such attention to 
detail, the originals were left on 
train carriages in Lativa and 
Estonia by the Soviet Military as 
they fled following the collapse 
of the state in 1991.

The documents were bought by 
companies which sold them on 
to American companies and then 
on to Russian Maps.

To look at the maps of  
Birmingham, log on to www.
russianmaps.co.uk

What do you think? Email  
letters@birminghammail.net.

Top secret Soviet maps of Brum revealed
By Jasbir Authi
STAFF REPORTER

Spy games: The Cold War map 
focuses on Birmingham’s industrial 
areas around Erdington and Castle 
Bromwich and has a key to what 
the Russians believed each 
building was being used for (left).
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